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77 CChheerrookkeeee CCllaannss

TThhee EEtteerrnnaall  FFllaammee ooff tthhee 
CChheerrookkeeee NNaattiioonnss

                              



RReedd CCllaayy SSttaattee HHiissttoorriicc AArreeaa 
located in southeast Tennessee on the Tennessee-Georgia
border encompasses 260 acres of forested ridges bordering a
narrow valley formerly used as cotton and pasture land. The
site contains a natural landmark, the great council spring or
blue hole, which rises from beneath a limestone ledge to form a
deep pool that flows into Mill Creek.  The spring was used by
the Cherokee for their water supply during council meetings.

HHiissttoorriiccaall SSiiggnniiffiiccaannccee
Red Clay served as the seat of Cherokee government from
1832 until the forced removal of the Cherokee in 1838.  By 1832,
the State of Georgia had stripped the Cherokee of their polit-
ical sovereignty, and had banned all political activity in Georgia.
As a result, the Cherokee capital was moved from New Echota,
Georgia, to Red Clay, Tennessee.  Here, at Red Clay, the Trail
of Tears really began, for here the Cherokee learned that they
had lost their mountains, streams, and valleys forever.

GGiifftt SShhoopp 
Inventory includes books on Cherokee history and culture,
Cherokee videos, replicas of arrowheads, Red Clay T-
shirts, Red Clay patches, and other native American educa-
tional materials.

PPiiccnniicc PPaavviilliioonn 
One picnic pavilion seats 80-100 people and includes a large
grill, fireplace  and restrooms.  Reservations are recommend-
ed, especially on weekend days and holidays.  If the shelter is
not reserved for the day, it may be used on a first-come basis.

HHiikkiinngg
Over three miles of hiking trails range from easy paved trails
to a moderate, marked trail that winds through the woods.  

VViissiittoorr’’ss CCeenntteerr
"The James F. Corn Interpretive Facility contains
exhibits on the 19th century Cherokee, the Trail of
Tears, and prehistory, Cherokee art, a video the-
ater, gift shop and a small library."

PPllaannnneedd PPrrooggrraammss 
Programs for children, youth and adults are scheduled year
round.  Our primary programs include (1) Walking tour of
the Cherokee council grounds and replicas of the 1830’s,
(2) Cherokee blowgun demonstration, and (3) Introduction
to Red Clay and the Cherokee of the 1830’s.  Other pro-
grams such as “Cherokee Gardening: Use of Native Plants”
and “Cherokee Legends: Using the Wonderful to Explain
Daily Life” are available upon consultation with Red Clay’s
programmers.  

AAmmpphhiitthheeaattrree
Red Clay’s Amphitheatre seats 500 people and may be
reserved for a small fee.  Electrical outlets are available for
use for musical and/or theatrical activities.

OOtthheerr NNeeaarrbbyy SSttaattee PPaarrkkss
Harrison Bay State Park, 21 miles
Booker T. Washington State Park, 20 miles

AAnnnnuuaall  EEvveenntt
Cherokee Days of Recognition, 1st weekend of August

NNeeaarrbbyy AArrttttrraaccttiioonnss
Nancy Ward Gravesite
Museum Center at 5ive Points
New Echota Cherokee Capitol State Historic Site
Chief Vann House State Historic Site
C. E. Blevins Avian Learning Center (by appointment)
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